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EBR-1 summer tour guide

may be future face of the INL
By Don Miley

This is the third summer at EBR-1 for Annie Havlicak. An engineering and physics double major at Idaho State University, Annie may very well represent the future of the INL, and it’s a bright future.

In the spring of 2002, Annie Averitt, a native of Pocatello, sent a resume to the INEEL for the EBR-1 Summer Tour Guide job posting. At the time, she was working in Boise for State Farm Insurance and had a bachelor of science degree in public communication from the University of Idaho. But that wasn’t enough for Annie.

A look at her resume reveals that Annie is what some would call an overachiever. She made the Dean’s List at U of I, received the Associated Students University of Idaho Distinguished Award (the highest award given by ASUI) and the Associated Students University of Idaho Merit Award for outstanding service to students. She was a U of I student body senator, student body vice president and student body president.

But that wasn’t enough. Annie traveled with the university president and vice president to the hometowns of State Board of Education members to win support to build the Idaho Commons Center. She was then a speaker at the Idaho Commons Center ribbon-cutting ceremony with the U of I president, vice president, and Sen. Larry Craig. She was a panelist at a conference in Missoula, Mont., for “Quality, Access, Cost; Higher Education in the Northwest.” 

Annie has achieved a great deal, perhaps more than many of us have the energy to think about. But she keeps going and setting goals for herself.

In 2002, when Annie was looking for employment in southeast Idaho, it was because she was moving back to the area to marry Rick Havlicak. They knew they wanted to live on the family farm outside of Aberdeen in Sterling, where Rick would use his U of I education to work in the various businesses his family operates. Annie knew she wanted to go on to graduate school, but she didn’t know exactly in what field. Moving and getting married were the priorities that summer, not choosing a career path.
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During her first summer at EBR-1, Annie learned more about nuclear energy and the INEEL than she ever imagined she would. She met the national president of the American Nuclear Society, Larry Foulke. It was then that she found her calling.

By the 2003 spring semester at ISU, Annie had enrolled in the Engineering Department. Her plan now: finish her undergraduate degree in mechanical engineering. And just for good measure, a bachelor’s degree in physics would be helpful, too. When those are complete, she plans to complete the ISU master’s program in nuclear engineering.

To guard against boredom while back in school, Annie is a member of the Society of Physics Students, is the 2004 president of the ISU student section of the Society of Women Engineers, and is the ’04 treasurer of the ISU student section of the American Nuclear Society.

In all of her spare time, Annie also works part-time for John Bennion, Ph.D., in the ISU Nuclear Engineering Department this summer, and she and Rick raise alpacas (similar to llamas). She’s teaching herself how to crochet. And there’s a physics textbook sitting on the desk at EBR-1 that she’s going through to pass the time between tourists stopping in to learn about EBR-1 and the INEEL.

Regrettably, this probably will be Annie’s last summer providing tours at EBR-1. She has set a goal of earning a summer internship at the INL next summer. But for now, if there are any doubts about what the future of the INL can be, just visit EBR-1 and meet Annie. She will put your mind at ease.

And if any mentors need a recommendation for an ISU student next summer, just call me, Don Miley, INEEL tours director. My loss will definitely be a huge gain for somebody at the INL next year.
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