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Issue 04-06
Information Fair provides insight into INEEL work

By Bruce Byram

In response to requests from stakeholders and the public, a large-scale event to share information about the INEEL was offered on May 17 in Idaho Falls.

The “INEEL Information Fair” was hosted by the Department of Energy, state of Idaho and the Environmental Protection Agency. This event provided attendees with a rare opportunity to learn about nearly every aspect of the INEEL – cleanup, research and development, national security, aquifer protection, history, cultural resources, environmental monitoring and more.

Earlier this year, results were made available from a survey conducted by the University of Idaho about the public’s perception of the INEEL. In the survey, respondents had many misperceptions about the INEEL’s current operations and future missions, and requested that future opportunities be made available to learn more about these areas. As a result, the Idaho Completion Project and INEEL communication groups took the lead on planning and preparing for this event.

During the event, several presentations were provided about various topics of the INEEL including cleanup work, the future of the INEEL and nuclear energy research and development. Following the event, a meeting was held to inform the public about the DOE’s plans to retrieve buried waste from a half-acre area of Pit 4 at the Subsurface Disposal Area.

The information fair was a huge success because of the variety of booth display topics, hands-on demonstrations, the availability of INEEL experts to answer questions, and the informal and relaxed atmosphere. Future information fair events are being considered in other parts of the state.

More information about the information fair is available online at http://home.inel.gov/intranet/HeadlineStory.asp?ID=297.  A photo essay is also available online at http://ihome.inel.gov/iNotes/Attachments/06.02.04_2004_INEEL_Information_Fair.ppt.
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